Thematic Plenary Session 1:

Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation through Sustainable Production System
10:45 -  12:45  September 27, 2010
Context: 
Today’s man-made deterioration of the planet’s climate and natural environment has its roots in the profit-driven and market-oriented system of production. With profit and the market as the main determinant of production; and the environmental and social costs “externalized” there is a massive degradation of the eco-system, a loss in biodiversity, and rising global temperature due to massive accumulation of green house gases in the atmosphere that is now leading to a devastating climate crisis. Often, the hapless victims of climate change-induced natural disasters are the poor and marginalized members of society, mostly found in less developed countries, whose coping capacities are impaired a priori by the poverty and inequity that the same system breeds. In agriculture, the damage translates into huge crop losses, reduced fish catch and shortfalls in total agricultural output, which in severe cases have led to food shortages and food insecurity, affecting hugely women, children and other vulnerable groups.  This global system of production, upheld and lorded over by the elite in the North and South and by transnational corporations as well as international financial institutions are creating chaos not only in the earth’s atmosphere, but more fundamentally in social and economic relations as seen in the recent global food crisis and the economic recession. Thus, addressing today’s multiple crisis requires a comprehensive transformation of these existing imbalanced and unjust relations at the local, national and global level.
Objectives of the Session:

1. Deepen understanding of climate change and its impact on food sovereignty based on country experiences 

2. Articulate the potentials of sustainable production systems pursued by sustainable small-scale farmers for climate adaptation and mitigation

3. Recognize the important role of women in ensuring food self-sufficiency amidst challenges of climate change

4. Identify key role of agricultural cooperatives in addressing challenges of climate change and food security
5. Share information about current solutions to climate change that are being initiated, supported or promoted by the ASEAN, analyze them through the lens of climate justice principles, and provide critique and recommendations.

Methodology and Program 

I. Introduction  - objectives and overview of the session: 
Moderator 

II. Inputs
· Impact of Climate change on food Sovereignty (12 mins) by Hasan Masum, CDP
· Potentials of sustainable production system by small-scale farmers as effective response for climate adaptation and mitigation (12 mins) by Irma Yanny, LVC 

· Role of rural women in ensuring food amidst climate change (12 mins) by AFA
· Role of agricultural cooperative in climate change and food self-sufficiency (12 mins) by Lakshman Aluja, NEDAC                                                                                                                         
· ASEAN initiatives on climate change and food security: CSO view (12 mins) by Lany V. Rebagay, AsiaDHRRA
III. Discussion and Synthesis by Moderator
Moderator: Mr. Manh Hung (VNFU)

Anchor CSOs: LVC, NEDAC, IFAP, AsiaDHRRA
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