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 Natural Resources Management in ADB

The ADB Long-Term Strategy (2008-2020) or Strategy 2020 seeks to achieve sustainable and inclusive growth in developing member countries (DMCs). 

The ADB's Agriculture and Natural Resources Research agenda derives from the 1995 paper on Agriculture and Natural Resources Policy, which has the following specific agenda items : (1) developing remunerative farming systems for poor farmers; (2) enhancing income and living standards of women; (3) improving sustainable management of  agriculture and natural resources; (4) enhancing the productivity of agriculture; (4) enhancing the capacity of national agriculture research stations (NARS); and (5) conducting research on socioeconomics and public policy.

But in our current situation in Asia-Pacific, some of the challenges include : Increasing poverty and inequality, worsening environmental degradation due to increasing competition for resources, climate change, population growth and rapid urbanization, trade liberalization and globalization of markets, including globalization of agricultural food systems where the specific challenge now is on the ability of small producers to overcome the barriers posed by concerns of food safety and quality standards and inevitably, climate change.

From the ADB's own Operations Evaluation Department which made all this analysis back in 2008, the recommendations are that the current ANRR Policy must be updated in terms of funding level and wider utilization of ANRR product, However, it should be noted that despite this aspiration, Agriculture is categorized under “other areas of operation” and in terms of funding allocation, big portion of the fund went o IARC/CGIAR.
Promoting the Rights of  Farmers in ADB's Natural Resources Management Projects and Investments

Farmers worldwide have been asserting their right to manage natural resources in agricultural ecosystems.  This can be gleaned from the militant struggles of farmers worldwide, especially in Asia, for land reform, water rights, rights to seeds, etc. The farmers’ movements and support NGOs themselves fought for farmers’rights at the international level which resulted to concrete policy gains e.g. Art. 9 of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources on Food and Agriculture of the FAO, but also from the  UN Human Rights instruments, including the Right to Food

With unabated biodiversity loss, climate change, lack of funds of developing country governments in Asia-Pacific, and the uncritical tendency to use modern biotechnologies to meet food security challenges, it is important to ensure and institutionalize the rights of farmers on matters relating to agriculture and natural resources management. Farmers’ Rights is best concretized by the recognition of farmers’ right to land and directly manage productive resources. This appears to be the only way to ensure inclusive and sustainable growth.

The rights of farmers are an important complement to the Supplementary Protocol on Liability and Redress from Damage caused by GMOs; shielding them from liability or enabling them to claim for redress. This also ensures their rights to benefit-sharing from the uses of plant and animal genetic resources. It also guarantees their participation and decision-making on matters that relate to their well-being, including access to financial and other resources and technology.

The rights of farmers to manage natural resources are best guaranteed by the recognition and institutionalization of their rights to land and productive resources in agriculture.  This should be the fundamental principle where any initiative of ADB of NRM should stand. 
